. Contemporary (means 21st century) there are more theories about understanding what the European Law is. According to Schrötter (2003) 5 European Law is in wider sense law of international integration in Europe and in narrower sense it is the EU Law. Svoboda (2011) 6 says that the European Law is the EU Law and the Law of EURATOM. According Tichý (2011) 8 there are four basic branches of law explaining the concept of the "European law" which will be analysed and add with the opinions of the authors:
1) European law as the law of the European Union
The prevailing understanding of the term "European Law" is as the Law of the European Union. In this sense the European Law is the law of the founding treaties of the European Union like the Treaty on European Union and the Treaty of Functioning of the European Union including legal acts enacted according to these founding treaties.
The Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union became the binding part of the EU Law with the eff ectiveness of the Treaty of Lisbon on 1st December 2009 9 . The Charter is not part of the Treaty of Lisbon (as one act) but it is a part of the Law of the European Union even it is formally separated from the Treaty.
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The Law of the European Union was developed from the times of foundation of the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) 11 to the Treaty of Lisbon. In the ECSC (Union Lignite) there was legal regulation which was applicable preferably to national legal regulation. The Law of the European Union was founded as supranational legal systemEuropean legal order.
12 Legal systems of other two European Communities -European Atomic Energy Community (EURATOM) and European Economic Community (EEC) 13 have the same nature. Next to this legal system (titled as the Community Law) there is developed by the Treaty of Maastricht 14 another system of law similar to the international public law. This legal system binds the Member states in foreign and security policy and police and judicial cooperation. There is bifurcation inside the Law of the European Union and it was inevitable to distinguish EU Law of fi rst pillar and having still supranational nature and the Union Law of second and third pillar and the legal norms of these pillars do not have supranational nature. The law of the fi rst pillar is labelled in narrow sense as the Law of the European Union and the law of the three pillars is labelled as the Law of the European Union in wider sense.
The separation of the Union Law into three pillars was cancelled by the Treaty of Lisbon, precisely separation into the Community Law and the Law of the European Union (it lost its sense) and the system is called again as the Law of the European Union.
However it is, in our opinion, needed to distinguish between the law as the Law of the European Union and the law of the rest of the Communities as the law of the European Atomic Energy Community because in times before the eff ectiveness of the Treaty of Maastricht the European Law was the law of the three Communities.
In prevailing understanding of the European Law is the meaning as the supranational Law of the European Union including the parts of law which are based on the principles of international cooperation of the Member states, particularly foreign and security policy (previous it was the second pillar) having from some points of view the characters of international public law.
The EU Law is a new form of transnational law which is addressing the ideals of Europe and the European Union. In our opinion the ideals of the European Union cross the ideals of Europe and that is the reason why the European Law is o en understood as the Law of the European Union. According Chalmers, Davies and Monti 15 : "the European ideal conceives of Europe as the central place of progress, learning and civilisation, placing faith in humanity and her capacity to improve. … The idea of European Union sets up a political community in in competition with the nation-state but one, nevertheless through with government policy is carried out." Contemporary legal authority of the EU Law was set down by two judgments of the Court of Justice. The fi rst is Van Gend en Loos that states "new legal order of international law for the benefi ts of which the states have limited their sovereign rights."
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The second is Costa v ENEL that states "by contrast with ordinary international treaties, the EEC Treaty has created its own legal system which became an integral part of the legal systems of the Member states." 
2) European Law as the law of international organizations
The term "European Law" is o en identifi es as law of international organizations. 
3) European Law as the law of Europe as the continent
The term of the European Law is also interpreted as the law of each of the legal regulation which is on the continent of Europe. The meaning of the word should cover regional (European) international law, the Law of the European Union (and EURATOM) including national legal regulations of the European countries.
Shortly said -this meaning of the European Law is understood as assembly of legal orders of European countries.
4) European Law -functional concept of law
The separated category of the European Law is functional concept of law. The function is the regulation of competition or public procurement, European Private Law, European Criminal Law, European Administrative Law etc. These terms are part of the European Material Law. They contain legal regulation of these branches at level of primary and secondary law.
CONCLUSION
The term "European Law" is in its prevailing meaning not clear.
The European Law should be understood in wider context not only as the Law of the European Union but as well as European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms issued on 4th November 1950 and all of international treaties of the Council of Europe.
If the term "European Law" is used in the meaning of the EU Law which is the most spread understanding of the term, it is, in our opinion, better to use the term "the Law of the European Union."
However the aim of this article is not to lay down which of the term to use or not to use it. Terminology is human's work so it is imperfect. The aim is to contribute to fruitful discussion with the summary that using the correct term is bound with explanation of the word. Not only for the purpose of legal science but for other sciences as well because the prevailing use of the word "European Law" is used for the EU law which is still developing and in each of the period it had diff erent meaning and today is binding for all the Member states and their activities.
SUMMARY
The European Law is a multiple-value term which is used in several branches of law and other sciences and its understanding is not clear. The European Law should be understood in wider context not only as the Law of the European Union. The article analyses four basic branches explaining the concept of the "European law:" one of them is the European law as the law of the EU. Second meaning is the law of international organizations. Then the law of Europe as the continent and the last meaning is connected with functional concept of law. The function is the regulation of competition or public procurement etc. If the term "European Law" is used in the meaning of the EU Law which is the most spread understanding of the term, it is better to use the term "the Law of the European Union."
